Evaluation of the responsiveness of the Impact of Pediatric Epilepsy Scale.
The Impact of Pediatric Epilepsy Scale (IPES) is an epilepsy-specific, health-related quality of life (HRQOL) questionnaire that is brief, accurate, and valid and assesses the influence of epilepsy on the child and family. This study prospectively investigates the responsiveness of the IPES, 3 years after the IPES questionnaire was initially validated. The same parents or caregivers completed the IPES. Changes in IPES scores were compared with changes in epilepsy severity. IPES Total scores were highly related to change in seizure severity (Wilks' lambda F (3, 11)=5.0, P<0.001). Those whose seizure severity decreased had decreased IPES scores (indicating improvement of HRQOL); those with increased seizure severity had increased IPES scores and reported poorer HRQOL; and those with no change in seizure severity had no change in the IPES score and no change in HRQOL. In conclusion, the IPES is useful for measurement of a child's epilepsy-specific HRQOL during treatment and is responsive to changes in epilepsy severity over time.